ROTHERHAM BOROUGH COUNCIL

PUBLIC RIGHTS OF WAY QUESTIONNAIRE

INTRODUCTION

The Council is responsible for keeping records of the network of public rights of way throughout the borough. The records (known as the definitive map and statement) show where the public may lawfully walk or ride. In order to keep the records up-to-date, the Council is required to keep the map and statement under review and add to them, delete from them or modify them in the light of evidence that a way should be recorded as a public right of way, or evidence that the current status of an established public right of way requires modification (for example that a footpath should be shown as a bridleway or vice-versa). 

A key method of establishing that a path has the status of a public right of way, or that the current status of a right of way requires amending, is evidence from members of the public who have knowledge of the path. This questionnaire focuses on the information that the Council requires about the use of a path by the public before deciding whether it should make a modification order to update the definitive map. If an order is made it is subject to objections and representations.

Where members of the public or other interested parties make representations or                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                              raise objections to a public path order made by the Council, the order, representations and objections (if the representations and objections are not withdrawn) may be submitted to the Secretary of State for the Environment, Food  Rural Affairs. The Secretary of State, or one of his inspectors acting on his behalf, may confirm the order, confirm the order with modifications or decline to confirm the order. 

The Secretary of State or one of his inspectors will deal with the order in one of three ways: (i) by considering the written representations made by the Council and the objectors, (ii) by arranging for a local public inquiry to be held chaired by an inspector or (iii) by arranging for an informal hearing to be held at which an inspector will chair a discussion on the order. 

Completed questionnaires will form part of the evidence sent to the Secretary of State and considered by him or his inspector when dealing with the order. 

Please return the completed questionnaire to the: Director of Rotherham Streetpride, Rotherham Borough Council, Bailey House, Rawmarsh Road, Rotherham S60 1TD.

             Please retain this page for your information.      
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 Please return to:

              Director of Rotherham Streetpride 
              Bailey House 

              Rawmarsh Road

              Rotherham S60 1TD
Public Right of Way Evidence Form

Part A – Your Details
We need some basic details from you because your knowledge of the way is evidence, which will be taken into account when deciding its status as a public right of way.

Name: Mr/Mrs/Miss/Ms

Address:

Telephone number:

Date of Birth:



Occupation:

Number of years you have lived in the locality:

Would you be prepared to attend a local inquiry to decide the status of the claimed right of way and tell the Secretary of State'’ Inspector what you know about it?             Yes/No 

Part B – The Route of the Claimed Right of Way
    1   a)    Please describe the route of the claimed right of way and highlight the route on the       



    attached drawing in black.

           From:

Hilltop, via Meadowhall Road



  
  To:

Meadow Bank Road



    b)     What is the approximate width of the way you have used ?  
Hilltop, to Meadowhall Road: Fenced path 2 m wide, path at side of open land to pylon, and narrow path (0.4 m wide) to road
Meadowhall Road to Meadow Bank Road: Track (3 m wide), to stile, and path (0.5 m wide)
    c)    Has the way always followed the same route?                                         Yes
    d)    If no, what to your knowledge have been the changes to the route?

           And in what year or years did the changes occur?

PART C  - Your knowledge of the claimed right of way
1  a)    Have you personally used the way?
                                                      Yes/No

    b)    If yes, for how long have you used it?                  Years             
Months

    c)    In which years did you use it?
                              From
                   To


1

    d)    For what purpose did you use it?  As part of Rowbotham’s Round Rotherham 
    e)    How often did you use it?  
Annually for the event, and on reconnoitring runs between events
     f)     Was your use of the way on foot, horseback or by some other means (please 

 

specify?   On foot
2  a)    Do you know who owns the land crossed by the way?                             No

           If yes, please give details of the owner’s name and address. 

           Name:

           Address:

     b)   Have you ever been given permission to use the way?                            No

     c)   If yes, who gave you permission to use it?

     d)   If you know the name and address of the person who gave you permission, please  

           give details.

           Name:

           Address:

e)   On what basis did they give you permission (for example as landowner, relative of                   

     landowner, landowner’s agent or landowner’s employee)?

     f)    When did they give you permission and what did they give you permission to do?

3   a)    Have you ever seen any stiles or gates on the way (please specify)?    Yes 
     b)    Where and when did you first see them (please mark the approximate location of any    

            gates or stiles on the attached plan)?

The stile (marked as Original Stile on map) was in place from the date of my first use until it was removed in the last year or so.
4   a)   Have you ever seen any notices on the way or near to it?                      No

     b)   If yes, please mark the approximate location of the notices on the attached plan and  

           say what the notices said.

     c)   Did you regard the notices as referring to the way?                                  Yes/No

     d)   If no, please say why not.

2
5   a)   Have you ever been told that the way is not a public right of way?          Yes/No

     b)   If yes, who told you and what reason did they give for saying the way is not a public   

            right of way?

     c)   If you know the name and address of the person who told you the way is not a public    

           right of way, please give details.

           Name:

           Address:

6   a)   Has anyone ever stopped you from using the way?                                 Yes/No

     b)   If yes, what reason did they give for stopping you from using it?

     c)   Was the person who stopped you the owner or occupier of the land crossed by the    

           way.                                                                                                          Yes/No

     d)   Have you ever been obstructed or prevented from using the way because of a locked     

           gate or other obstruction                                                                           Yes
e) If yes, what was the obstruction and where and when was it located on the way please mark the location of the obstruction on the attached plan).
     Gate across track (marked as ‘New metal gate’ on map)

     f)
Prior to any current obstruction have there been any previous obstructions?
No
7  a)    Is there anything else you think we should know about the claimed right of way?

3

Part D – Others’ knowledge of the claimed right of way

1  a)    Do you know anyone else who has knowledge of the claimed right of way? If 

            they would be prepared to complete this questionnaire please give their   

            names and addresses below.

Declaration:  The information given by me in this questionnaire is true to the best of my                          knowledge and belief.

Signed …………………………………………….          Dated ………………………….
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